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Signposts 
by Brenda Shaffer-Shiring, editor 

Question for The Powers That Be: So what's wrong with a steady, committed, long
term relationship? 

I was really annoyed when I fmmd out Kes and Neelix had broken up. (And I did have 
to be told. Yes, I heard Kes's little speech to Neelix in "The Warlord"-which I 
gather is when the break-up happened-but as she was possessed at the time, I didn't 
take it for her real feelings.) I'd thought they had a rather nice bond, sweet and 
endearing. TPTB said then that they didn't know what to do with the relationship. So 
what did they do with the un-relationship? As I recall, Kes had a tepid flirtation with 
some alien hothead that made her look like a pouty adolescent, and Neelix hit on 
another pretty little blonde girl, which made him look like a dirty old man. Whoopee. 

Now I hear (wrongly, I hope) there's a plan to break up Tom and B'Elanna in Season 
Six. After a little over two years in development-part of which Roxann Dawson 
missed because of maternity leave-I guess TPTB can't figure out what to do with 
that relationship either. If TPTB are breaking them up to treat them to the kind of 
character "development" Kes and Neelix got, Tom and B'Elanna should sue for 
defamation. I also hear Janeway gets a story arc in which she actually has a romance, 
though not with a crewmember (sorry, Chak). Though Janeway is certainly overdue 
for an intimate relationship, a story arc is what? Five or six episodes, max? For a 
whole relationship? Keep in mind that if her romantic interest isn't from Voyager, 
there can't have been much prelude, either. So much for long-term. 

What could the writers do with long-term relationships? You know. Marriages, births, 
other celebrations. Arguments over job conflicts. Reconciliation of personal and/or 
cultural differences. Misunderstandings. New understandings. Small or large triumphs 
and tragedies. And all those moments when a relationship simply is; part of the 
background, adding warmth, depth, intimacy, and greater believability to the 
characters. 

You know what my favorite "Pff moment" is? It's the moment in "Hunters" when 
B'Elanna tells Tom her news from Alpha, about the deaths of the Maquis. Up to then, 
Tom has been self-absorbedly wondering what he'll hear from Dad. But when 
B 'Elanna breaks doWfl, Tom puts that concern aside and devotes himself to comforting 
her. In my book, that's love. It's also the kind of moment that aired Voyager needs 
more of-and the kind you can't get with bimbos or himbos of the week. 

End of this issue's rant. Send comments on this issue to the address on the contents 
page, or to orionpress@mindspring.com. For submission guidelines for next ish, 
write me at 2705 HastingsAvenue, Lower Burrell. PA 15068-3311, or e-mail 
shafshir@microconnect.net. Some of the contributors have included email addys 
with their stories, if you'd like to get in touch with them personally. (CC me too, 
okay?) 

This issue is dedicated to Kath, an editor's best friend. Well, this editor's, anyhow. 
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